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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 








Novelty (N) Claims 


1,2 YES 






Claims 


NO 




Inventive 


step (IS) Claims 

Claims 


2 YES 
1 NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 


1/ 2 YES 






Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






This 


report makes reference to the following document : 




Dl: 


DE 196 12 944 A (AHLMANN ACO SEVERIN) 2 October 1997 






(1997-10-02) . 






1. 


Claim 1 relates to a mounting device for joining a 
vehicle body to attachment elements. As a result of 






this wording ("for"), none of the 


vehicle parts come 






under the scope of protection of the claim, which 






means that even any interrelationship between 






several mounting pins or vehicle parts that might 






arise from such an application would not be 






considered to be part of the subject matter. 






For the reasons mentioned above, the scope of 






protection of the present claim 1 


is effectively 






restricted to a single centering or mounting pin 






with the features indicated in the 


rest of said 






claim. Since Dl discloses a mounting pin of this 






type (see Dl, figures 4a-4b) , this 


document is 






regarded as the closest prior art . 






2. 


Dl discloses (see figures 4a-4b) : 
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a mounting device (mounting pin) suitable for 
joining a vehicle body to attachment elements (see 
Dl, column 6, lines 6-15) , the mounting device 
having a metal base ((1,100); see also column 7, 
line 23) and a plastic sleeve (20) , and the plastic 
sleeve being slidable onto the metal base like a 
sock and the end of the centering pin being arched 
like a dome. 

Claim 1 differs from this disclosure by the fact 
that the plastic sleeve is joined to the base by 
detachably locking therein. 

Therefore, claim 1 is novel (PCT Article 33(2)) . 

3 . The above-mentioned distinguishing feature solves 
the problem of axially locking the base and the 
plastic sleeve to each other in a guidable manner. 

This problem is already solved by Dl, however, 
because Dl discloses the feature (see Dl, figures 
la-lb and 4a-4b) that the metal base has raised 
areas (2, 3, 4) that cooperate with the narrow areas 
(8) provided at corresponding points on the plastic 
sleeve so as to enable the plastic sleeve to be 
axially fixed to the base in a guidable manner. This 
results in a certain "locking in" feeling when the 
plastic sleeve reaches the positions provided on the 
base (see also Dl, column 5, lines 50-63) . 

Therefore, claim 1 is not regarded as inventive (PCT 
Article 33(3)) because the feature of a general 
"locking in" appears to be merely a non-specific 
variant of the interaction between the base and 
plastic sleeve disclosed in Dl, the selection of 
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which does not render the claim inventive. 



4 . 



The subject matter of claim 2 differs from the 



disclosure in Dl by a more precise specification of 
the "locking in", namely by the features of an 
annular groove positioned on the plastic sleeve and 
an annular collar on the base. 

Claim 2 is regarded as inventive (PCT Article 33(3)) 
because it would not be obvious for a person skilled 
in the art to replace the type of interaction 
between the plastic sleeve and the base provided in 
Dl with the features of the locking in mechanism 
indicated in detail in claim 2 . 
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